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proportion of tenants often goes up to 10 per cent in areas
where there are large numbers of petty high caste zamindars as
for instance in certain areas of eastern U.P. Here/ there is a
plethora of petty zamindars who are only slightly better off
than the cultivators. As a consequence of the rivalries and
feuds that exist among them, a zamindar very often helps his
rival's harwaha in fighting for statutory rights. It is, however,
in inaccessible areas, areas that are inhospitable or are extre-
mely susceptible to floods, that the proportion of'the depressed
class tenants is greater than elsewhere. Also, it is there that the
holdings of these people are bigger than elsewhere.

Reasons for Small Proportion of Depressed Class Tenants

An important reason explaining the small proportion of
depressed class tenants is to be found in the existence of large
areas of farzi khudkasht. Ever since the land-laws put a pre-
mium on the acquisition of sir and khudkasht, the landlords
have striven assiduously to have the maximum possible area
recorded as their khudkasht and sir. While in Agra Province
the proportion of the total area that could be demarcated as sir
was fixed by law, the tenancy law for Oudh contained no paral-
lel provision. And in neither province were there any limits to
the total khudkasht area a landlord could possess. For the
zamindar, sir and khudkasht are a sort of insurance against
adversity. Should he fall on evil days and lose proprietory
rights in land, he can acquire occupancy rights in his sir as well
as khudkasht of ten years standing (12 years in Oudh) at rates
of rent more favourable than those paid by occupancy tenants.
Such being the legal position, it is easy to understand the
desire of the landlord to get the maximum possible area record-
ed as sir or khudkasht. But it is not so easy to manage large
areas of khudkasht For the zamindar the only way of realising
this ambition lay in permitting regular tenants to cultivate a
portion of his tend and in getting it recorded as khudkasht1 With
the rural community steeped in ignorance, with their attitude

l* Khudkasht, nil jot f sir are terms commonly used for proprietor'**
private land- In the U.P. there is a subtle distinction between khudkasht
and sir. Acooording to the Agra Tenancy Aoct, land cultivated by a pro-
prietor for a period of ten years (12 years in Oudh) could on the application